
 

 

 

 

 June 5, 2023

 

 

 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Representative:  

 

On behalf of the 1.4 million members of the American Federation of State, County and 

Municipal Employees (AFSCME), I write in opposition to H.R. 277, the Regulations from the 

Executive in Need of Scrutiny Act of 2023 (REINS Act), because this bill represents a serious 

threat to our government’s ability to protect workers, our food supply, drinking water, air 

quality, financial security, and more. We urge you to vote against H.R.  

277 when it comes to the floor.  

 

The REINS Act would restrict federal agencies from enforcing “major” rules — a rule 

with an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more — unless both houses of 

Congress affirmatively approved it, with no alterations, within a 70-day window. The bill 

would stop public safety and life-saving rules from being finalized, including many non-

controversial rules agencies produce every year. Science-based rules promulgated to reduce the 

incidence of cancer in children, premature mortality, asthma attacks, respiratory disease or lead 

in children’s toys could all be blocked by congressional inaction for any reason.  

 

This bill establishes a radical approach to our regulatory system. It adds unnecessary 

hurdles to implementing essential protections. Agencies can only exercise authority that is 

delegated by Congress in legislation. Moreover, through the Congressional Review Act, 

Congress already has the authority to review and nullify any rule by passing a resolution of 

disapproval. The REINS Act would allow congressional inaction to supersede subject matter 

expertise and stakeholder input. It would give special interests even more influence over the 

regulatory process by creating a new opportunity for politics to displace science and ignore the 

public’s needs. Even the most commonsense, non-controversial rules could be blocked for any 

reason or no reason at all, leaving workers and the public unprotected by essential regulations.  

 

For these reasons and more, we oppose H.R. 277 and urge you to vote against this 

proposal. We hope you can join us in improving our regulatory system by encouraging greater 

stakeholder engagement and supporting stronger protections for our workers and communities.  

 

 Sincerely,  

 

                                                                                                
 

 Edwin S. Jayne 

 Director of Federal Government Affairs 
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